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“Let us consider the reason of the case. For no-

ing i t 18 not reason.’’
ek —Sir John Powell,

‘ Where the law ends, tyranny begins."
—Pitt,
“The law is a sort of hocus pocus science that
emiles in yer face while it picks yer pocket, and the

glorious uncertainty of it is of mair use Lo the pro-
fessors of it, than the justice of it.”

—Macklin.

THE first two of the above quotations are
from men who, by lives of study and
toil, had acquired eminence in the world as
lawyers and as statesmen. The last ig from
one who knew nothing of the law; who was
ignorant of jtg theory and practice, and rep-
Te8ents a “common, byt utterly mistaken
view, both of the law and its adminiatration‘.
'Ijhe law bas grown out of the struggles of
natiohs, states, classes ang individualg against

wrong and for the right. «Aj; the law in the
w?rld. has been obtained by strife,

other the sword with which
The sword without the Scales is hryte force,
the scales without the sword, is theimpotenee
of law. The scales and the Sword belong t;.
gether, and the state of the law is perfect only
where the power with which justice carrieg
the sword is equaled by the skill with whig
she holds the scales.” No men have more
power, or are clothed with more responsibility,
than judges and lawyers who are the ministers
of justice in society, and the history of a S'l;ata
ora county would be incomplete which omitted
to mention the men who have set on the
bench and practiced at the bar il‘] its cnu!':;

The first court of record held in Crnwfﬂh
County, as elsewhere stated, was held at the

she execteg it

of September, A. D. 1817, by the Hon. Thom

gty i
1815, until the State was adm:twdA ihf"d:i
union. The term continued fo %:II‘IOB i
<but all biisiness was ctlltzi]:.i_lﬂ‘t*th Ur:i disclor
day. There is nothing in the reo:: Fp
ing what members of the bar wedocke&
There were five civil cases on the B
four indictinents were returned, t“.m,,. ;hiﬁ."
assault and hattery, one for -se“l‘l.«
to Indians, and one fot * brmgﬁ:-st o
hog without the ears.” The ited 0
court held after the State was a(::;loh the Tth
the union was a special term, he S

day.of July, A. D.1819, by the Hon

e —

house of Edtvard N. Cullom on the 15th dav

4 p S0
Towles, Territorial judge; from Oetober i

resent
and

ing home * ;y
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:
Brown who was one of the judges of tke

" Gupreme Court, from Octc?ber Oth, 1818, until
\ Japuary 18th 1825. This was the term at
which William Killbuck, Captal‘ﬂ Thomas and
? Bic Panther, were tried forl t.ne murder of
Thomas McCall. William Wilson was the
circuit attorney, and William Badger was
sworn as his assistant. It does not appear
from the record who was counsel for the de-
fendants, or what, if any, attorneys were pres-
ent at this term.

Judge Brown held all the courts, until
Octob;rr, 1824, when William Wilson, who
was one of the judges of the Supreme Court,
from July 7th, 1819, to December 4th, 1848,
held the court for a single term. The writer
never knew Judge Wilson until after his re-
tirement from the bench, and can only speak
of him from his record as a judge and the
traditions of him, that still exist among the
older members of the bar. As a judge his
written opinions are short, clear, and satis-
factory. They are models of brevity, and
generally contained nothing but good law.
His judicial record stands in the history of
the State untarnished by a single act that did
not comport with the dignity of his office.
Judge Wilson was a great lover of stories, and
would often entertain his listeners with
marvelous tales of great herds of cattle and
unmel_lse agricultural productions which had
0 existence except in imagination. He re-
:lfsdaln White County and died several years

bdn ﬂaive'ry. a'ldvanced old age.
™ ];L d‘l‘\'lsmniof the State into circuits in‘
the fjlf.thu'lwl-q. W :T.ttle_s was.e.lec.t.ed judge of
- UFJUL‘I‘ch circuit, which 1nclu{lec’l the

’ rawford. He was commissioned

a1 i 3
E o ATy 19, 1825, and legislated out of
E . %€ by the

4 Mg is ) act of January 12, 1827. Noth-
o ci'tﬁiz;-:.e,nm-vn’ or can be gathered from old
w B of Ju(i::[w:}:‘-’ personal history or character
rlh the B® Wettles, James Hall, judge of

fuul- . s
th “iremit, held the November term

1825 ‘ong of the j
» but was never one of the judges elected

to hold the courts in Crawferd County. On
the fourth day of January, 1833, JUStin:
I‘Iat:lan, of Clark County, was commissioned
as judge of the fourth circuit, which then
included this county, and continued to hold
the courts until the year 1859, when the
twenty-fifth circuit was created, and Alfred
.Kitche.ll, of Richland County, was elected
;‘ludge in the new circuit. He was succeeded
in 1861 by James C. Allen, then a resident of
this county. Judge Allen resigned in De-
cember, 1862, having been elected to Con-
gress, and Aaron Shaw, of Lawrence County,
was elected to fill the vacancy.

Judge Shaw is a native of the State of New
York, but came to Illinois while a young wan
and resided at Lawrenceville until about the
year 1870, when he removed to Olney in
Richland County. His reputation has been
that of a criminal rather than a civil lawyer.
He has always had a large practice and has
been a successful lawyer. He is impulsive
and often stormy at the bar, but on the bench
he was always courteous, dignified and impar-
tial. He has been a member of Congress and
is now the member elect from the 16th con-
gressional district of Illinois. _

In the year 1865 the county was again
placed in the fourth ecircuit, and- Hiram 1.
Decius, of Cumberland County, was elected
and commissioned on the first day of Decem-
ber, A. D. 1865. He was re-elected and re-
commissioned on the 27th day of June, A. D.
186G9. Judge Decius, was a native of the
State of Ohio, but came to Cum'b.erland
County when a boy. His opportunities for
acquiring an education were very .})001‘1 but.;he
improved them to the best possxble.adv-m‘
tage, and read law after he rr.-ache.d' his mar:i
hc;od. He was a successful practitioner an
during his lifetime acquired a large estate.

He was a rough, but vigorous thinker and
talker. In politics he was a democrat, and
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7). Crawford Goun ;
;L?;;);if;uir, and James C. All.en W'fs; iy
2d day of June, 1873, elected judge fo
. ;;Tnzs?é?.Allen was born in Shelby County,
Ky., on the 22d day of January, A. D- 1822,
and removed with his father to Parke bou‘nty,
Indiana, in the year A. D. 1830. He llV(-?d
on a farm until 1840, attending the public
school in the winter season and then spent
two years at the county seminary in Rockville.
He then entered the law-office of Howard &
Wright, of Rockville, Ind., and pursued his
legal studies until January, A. D. 1844, when
he was admitted to the bar. He located at
Sullivan, Ind., and in 1845 was elected State’s
attorney for the seventh judicial circuit of
the State. At the end of his term of office
he removed to Palestine, Tllinois, and sought
health in farming, not, however, abandoning
his profession. He formed a partnership Witi

I*Tr:mklin Robb, Esq., of Robinson, which con-
tinued until his election to Congress in
1852. 1In November, 1852, he was elected to
the State Legislature,

: and obtained notoriet
by his opposition to what was known a‘};

This policy opposed the

tution of

at Alton. Mr. Allen helq that
o

should be chartered anq built whi allr.%-‘ aﬁ“
business interests of the country -atrfver the 9515"‘“
quired, and was the leader in the i:rge o/ b‘ld
this liberal policy. His attack o 00:.13&0{_ %ﬂy
policy was able, earnest gnq su%gsg'; St § 4
was heartily indorsed by his const‘ul’aHE éywt
He was also opposed to the eystin oflt:en&' ﬁiﬁ i
ing established by the Legislature i I“*{E,: ¢ §
which has since resulted ip disastey m&:i; f;ﬂ

business interests of the countr

The reputation which he had acquireq ; .
I

the State Legislature resulteq in his electiy, Wﬁt
to congress in the 7th district in Novem[;::? MW
1852; he was re-elected in 1854, and Waatl'm; Mg]u
elected clerk of the House of Representatjyg, #gh
that met on the first Monday of December,g‘ i
D. 1858. Over this house he presided dy. dnle
ing the memorable contest for the electionof huhige
a speaker, which resulted in the election o I s

Mr. Penington, of New Jersey. This wasats
time when bad blood was at fever heat,anl
the difficulties of his position as the presiding
officer of an unorganized body of excited més 3
were very great. DBut he so dischargedthe §
duties of his position as to receive a unanimois
vote of thanks at the end of the contest. Iﬂ
1860 he was the candidate of the democrafl®
party for governor of Illinois, and Tﬂad-*-‘f
canvass which commanded the admil'aﬁmf_?i;‘
both his political friends and OPPO“""'-’%
but was beaten by Hon. Richard Yﬁ"
In 1862 he was elected to Congress fm‘m

§
State at large, as a * war democrat;&:.‘ h;ﬁ
Eben C. Ingersoll, a brother of Flon. 0D o iy
G. Ingersoll. During this term in C0 R

he possessed the confidence of Pre'
Lincoln, and voted for every approP ﬁd,:':
of men and money which was aske :
the administration to prosecute the
Mr. Lincoln tendered him the €0
of a brigade, to .be known 2S thh?
tucky brigade. This position he dee
the ground that he had not the mili
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perieﬂce or training necessary to fit him for

b0 responsible a position. He was re-nomi-
nated for Congress for the State at large in
13641 but was defea,ted by Hon S. W. Moul-
ton, the republican candu.]:!.te. In 1879 he
was elected, without opposition, a member of
the State constitutional convention, which
et in January, A. D. 1870, and framed the
present State constituticn. In this conven-
tion he was chairman of the committee on
the Legislative Department, and is very
largely the author of the legislative article in
the constitution which was adopted as it came
from the committee. In June, 1873, he was
elected judge of the Circuit Court, whiche
office he held until 1879. In 1877 after the
Appellate Court was created he was appoint-
ed by the Supreme Court, one of the Appel-
late Judges for the fourth district, ancd until
1879 discharged the duties of an Appellate
Judge in addition to his service on the cir-
cuit bench. In the fall of 1876 he removed
to Olney in Richland County, where he still
resides, After he left the bench he resumed
the practice of his profession, and is still en-
gaged in it. Judge Allen is a man of rare

natural endowments, a splendid physical

organizatior anc a commanding presence sup-

Plemented with a voice that is equally music-

al_ in telling a story or singing a song, makes

him a welcome guest, in any and every circle.
He has been too much in politics to make
What is called a close lawyer, but his knowl-
?::,:}e of the fundamental principles of the law
yer]t?:mgh’ a'nd both as a judge and as a ]?.w~
&dvan‘:lses this kn.owledge to t-he best Poss:ble
Bind o fe- He.ls largely glfted with that
e ense which enables him to grasp read-

iy correctly t:he comm.on questn:?ns of
. Serve(;m:]‘frovermes of business. Ti}ls of-
g im better thzn the learning of
Jury: Oftene ,113 an able advocate befort? a
ardent, 4 & Qq\IEIEt, and alwa.ys‘ impressive,
g lmpulsive, he sometimes strikes

blows that seem uncalled for, but is ever
r(_ea.dy t.o undo a, wrong. As a judge he pre-
S@Cd with dignity, unless overcome by som;-
thing funny or ludicrous. He was snr;mtim.;g,
"-'3_0‘315“561‘0f scolding the bar to amuse the laity.
I‘.I].S uprightness and integrity were unques-
_tloned; in politics he is a traditional democrat:
i religion, a Presbyterian. ;
Alfred Kitchell was born at Palestine in the
year A. D. 1820. His education, excepting
three terms at the Indiana State University,
was such as could be obtained in the.com-
mon schools. He was admitted to the bar in
December, A. D. 1841, and in 1842 entered
the practice at Olney in Richland County.
In January, 1843, he was elected State’s at-
torney for the fourth circuit, and was re-
elected in 1845. He was a member of the
constitutional convention of 1847, and in 1849
he was elected county judge of Richland
County. In 1859 he was elected to the cir-
cuit bench in the twenty-fifth circuit. He
assisted to establish the first newspaper ever
published in Olney. In politics he was an
anti-slavery democrat, and natorally opposed
the repeal of the Missouri Compromise and
the extension of slavery. His principles led
him out of the democratic party, and in 1856
he assisted in the organization of the r:aP“l'_"
lican party, with which he acted until his
death in November, A. D. 1876. He was an
active promoter of the Ohio and Mississippl
Railway, and was opposed to what was then

called «State policy.”

Judge Kitchill was at the Crawford Coun.ty
Bar for many years, and is remembered by 1ts
older members as one of the most pleasing
and gentlemanly of lawyers. .He was a]waz:
courteous in his intercourse with ot.hers. ]
an advocate he was clear and practical rat e;
than eloquent. His standard of hf)nc':lr ;:u
integrity was 2 high one, and he live
up to it.

Though he left the county before he was
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Bi/’,/7
vas born
he fact that he ¥
i to the bar, t -
aimztteff1 to manhood in the county, am.i t]he
g
o “?1 to it, both as 2 lawyer and a Judge
returne ) i aat ok
entitles him to 2 place 10 its history e
In 1877 the judicial system w-a.s SO C : Dits
to create the Qtate 1nto thirteen mrcu.
O . .
aid provide for the election of one ]udg? in
a : )
each cireuit, to hold until the year 1879, when

three judges should be elected in each of the

thirteen circuits. Under this change Jd‘)l?“
H. Hally, of Jasper County, was electe hm
the second circuit, and held the courts of this
county during his term of office. J.udge Hali
ly is a Virginian by birth, and resided, unti
near the close of the war, in the south. He
was “subjugated” before many of his com-
rades in the southern army, and came north
to avoid the final catastrophe. His literary
and legal education are both liberal, and
when aroused he is a formidable adversary in
a lawsuit. He is eminently social and loves
the sports of a Virginia gentleman. The
music of his splendid pack of hounds falls
pleasantly on his ear, and he joins in the
chase with the utmost eagerness. He justly
enjoys a large practice, and is held in high
esteem by those who know him, both as a
man and a lawyer,

On the 16th day of June, 1879, Chauncy
S‘. Conger, of White County, Thomas §.
Casey, of Jefferson County, and William C.

Jones, of Crawford County,
ju‘:dges in the second circuit.
time the courts in this county have been
held by Judge Jones, excepting when
of venue called in one of thz other

Judge Jones was born at Hut
15th, 1848, His father, Casw

Was a successful mere
1853,

were elected
Since that

changes
judges.
sonville, July
ell Jores, Esq.,
d died in March,
d to B, Callahan,
Cnllahan, removed
law office, Young

went into the Mong-
y and - for pe

has

Hig | A
] 8 mother was maryie
in .Illll(_‘, 18555 in 1861 Mr
to Robingon and opened g
Jones, of his own choice

tor now spaper offico

ar one year

om

: g0
performed the duties 3 1 m,py
prentice. In 1863, he enteredyﬂ:nagest 2 F;b::bsf:he P(B’
in the Ohio Wesleyan Univere: Study 1 5 wiok

3 erSlty’ Wh E‘r‘, of 1
he remained for three wvearg e B e
g v - In 18671} lhef‘ h‘t‘
read law in the office of Meggps, Callhe S e
& Steel, after which he attended g COura an d‘zflﬂkﬂﬁe-“emﬂ
law lectures at the Michigan State ;‘;‘Jf J'Mmarﬁin
. B ni- ;
versity at Ann zlrb?r. He was admitteq t‘o Fi;;legﬁ’;then
the bar Maq,r ch., 1868, and in June formeq, § | mited_ﬂﬂw s
Copartenship with Mr. Callahan which con, I°°0,.;\mg i
tinued for ten years. On the 25th of Novep. {0 0 ’
ber, 1869, he married to Mary H. Steel. q : o[lﬂ"“’f
? d 3 augh- | hﬂm dedlﬂ°|
ter of James H. Steel, Esq., thena memhs F ottt &4
of the Crawford County Bar. In Novembe, § aith Sﬂﬁm;ml
1870, he was elected member of the %t £ I o?methR
General Assembly. In November, 1877, he fel Dlaabe
was elected judge of the County Cour, uhildhwdhﬂ‘beel
which office he filled with entire satisfaction plr!ﬂhhd em
to all parties until June 1879, when he was wpuay Wit th
elected to the circuit bench. He hs § Aboutthe yea
brought with him into the judicial ofic & el o
that unflagging industry, and eneray, aod B ot oty v
high sense of justice and right, which have . Wik ang
made his life a success. He is stilla yourg - ﬁw,hdim
man, and one of whom his friends ex.pect mnc: flmdm{;h othey
in the future. He resides in ROblf’lSOﬂ 3];5 Ikdh“ekuhe
takes a lively interest in the affairs of e Mb{“‘“ﬂum
town and county. He isa democratin | wf'"'iﬂly.w
i vs been elected as & par ‘Wg i
tics, and has always bee i ‘hpm
tisan candidate. IIe belongs tono :'ue M} i
but believes in the Bible and the doctrt g

the Christian religion.

Itis impossible to notice the Iawyefs:l::j; Whﬂa m.‘“‘
bar in the order in which .the)' 'Prethe“ : b%r'“l!ﬂ'
stand, and all that can be done ls.mg;:;s peen § ‘hwarlr“
severally such mention as the wrlti" his Ol : \mmﬂ
able to gather from the data & Wﬁi: ¢l
mand. May sk ? : NQ by

Wickliffe Kitchell was bord orf He ¥ ‘\‘ t“,‘I
1789, in the State of New Jore ho cal® \\Qmﬂh
descended from Robert Kitchell, ¥ the k\ I"h'

210, an @l
from England in the year 1(’"9_’ :15 who ﬂt"
leader of a community of Purita naﬁe'.‘k'f
tled at Guilford Colony :
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Robert removed to Newark, New Jersey, in
1666, where many of descendants still reside.
Early in the present century Asa Kitchell,
the father of Wickliffe removed with his fam-
ily to what was then the *“far west.” and
Wickliffe reached his majority in the vicinity
of what is now Cincinnati, Ohio. School

rivileges were in those early days, extremely
limited, and the time spent by him at school,
according to his repeated statement, did not

exceed two or three months; but hetween the-

hours of labor, and by the fire-light at night,
he succeeded in obtaining a fair English edu-
cation, sufficient for the practical duties of
life. On the 29th of February, 1812, he mar-
ried Elizabeth Ross, with whom his early
childhood has been passed, and who, with her
parents, bad emigrated from New Jersey in
company with the Kitchell family.

About the year 1814 he removed to south-
ern Indiana, upon White River. That portion
of the country was then an almost unbroken
wilderness and was largely occupied by tribes
of hostile Indians, and he and his wife and
family, with other families, were often com-
pelled to seck shelter and security in the forts
and block-houses that existed here and there
in the thinly settled region. He was elected
sheriff of the county in which he resided
(presumably Jackson County), and was, of
course, thrown much in contact with lawyers
and others in attendance upon the courts,

80d he determined to read law. He obtained
Possession of a few text-books, and these he
read by the light of log fires and during rainy

I:(Y;‘- Whi!e clearing ground about his

sev;anla cabin he cut his foot with an ax 50

accige Y 2 to lame him for life; and t.hlS

o cg::it Beff’ed to strengthen his resolution

:” even\:e in his course of reading, and he

. rem(:v “glly adm1t.ted to the bar. In 1817

Rideq unt‘e[ | to Palestine, Illinois, where he re-

o Bll 1n the year 1838. He was a soldier

ack Hawk war, but was compelled

to return before its conclusion on account, of
the lameness of his foot. He thought fha ‘
war was cruel and unnecessary, and nevep
_failed to comment severely upon the manner
In which it was prosecuted. He was a'mem.-
ber of thie lower house of the General As.
sembly of 1820-21 from Crawford County.
In the spring of 1838 he removed to Hillsboro,
Montgomery County, Illinois, in order to give
his children the advantages of the excellent
schools then flourishjng at that place. He was
again elected a member of the Legislature
from Montgomery County in 1841. He held
the office of State’s Attorney for several years.
In 1839 he wag appointed Attorney General
of the State and held that office for one year.
In 1847 he moved with the remnant of his
family, to Fort Madison, Iowa, remaining
there for seven years, and &ain returned to

» Hillsboro, Montgomery County. He had the

true pioneer spirit, and only declining years
prevented him from going to the Pacific
coast. After the death of his wife, October
5th, 1862, having ceased to practice his pro-
fession, he spent the remainder of his days
with his children, who were settled at differ-

‘ent places in Illinois and Indiana, and mostly

with his youngest son, John W., at Pana,
Christian County, Illinois, and where he died
on the 2d of February, 1869, at the ripe age
of 80 years. ‘ :
From the time of its organization until
1854 he was a member of the democratic
party. In that year, objecting strongly to the
ground taken by the party on the sl.avery ques-
tion he abandoned the organization forever
and took strong, anti-Nebraska ground. He

was present as a delegate at the first Repub-

lican State Convention held at Bloomington,

Illinois, and was a zealous 'supporter of that
party and its policy until his de?.th. He r:;
tained to a remarkable degree his activity

mind and habits of physical labor.

Eldridge S. Janney was born July 12th,
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GO
His father

Virginia.
and

g ; merchant,
was rl'h(-nn:.ls 'll'“t‘;:']l";y,()it::bdli\[_:':f i sadria?
i H;ll College, Princeton,
New Jersey, and continuet.l ‘his reading Of
classic literature in the original languages
until the shadow of total blindness fe.ll ulpon
the pages of the old authors, 3“(:1 h'rd tlc.”f
from him forever. He read Jaw w1-th ['homas
Hewitt, Esq., and in 18:7, immediately after
his admission to the bar, came to .Crawford
County,and began the practice of his profes-
cion. He was a careful, painstaking lawyer;
a good special pleader. His address to a
jury was terse and forcible, rather than elo-
quent. He was a member of the State Legisla-
ture in the sessions of 1844, and 1846.

Governor Ford, in his history of the State
of llinois, pays a high compliment to Mr. Jan-
ney, for his action on the canal loan question,
which resulted in saving the State from the
disgrace of repudiation. In 1853 his sight
had so far failed him, that he was compelled
to abandon his profession.

180, in Al xandria,
a
ship ow!

ST
graduate of Nassau

He removed to
Marshall, in the county of Clark, and engaged
in a woolen-mill, which he carried on until his
death on the 17th day of December, A. ). 1575,
1‘11 politics he was a democrat; in religion, a
:ll;c:]rahst; in all the relations of life, a gentle-

William H. Sterrett was

_ born in Nova
Scotia,

and read law with the Hon. Lucius
Case, of Newark, Ohio. He came to Robinl
son, :s:ljout the year 1845, and engaged in th

practice of his profession, and wab ]
in practice until 1853, when he
county judge. His health was
ing, and he aba ‘
after the expir

S continually
was elected
alrea.dy fail-

x: , and shortly
! Of his term 4
Judge he returpe] to Nova Seoti :

He was a member of ¢
clght(rl:nth, General

nc]opcd practice
ation count
unty
a and died.
he lower House in the
Assembly,
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and zealous aidvocate of the cange ot !
client. As a judge .he was willful a1 m-g,;:
trary, and tO'ik but little counse] beyond t),,
of his own will. He administered the lin
as he understood it.

Elihu McCualloch was a native of South
Carolina and a graduate of Columbia Collegs,
He removed first to Gibson County, Indiang,
In the year A. D. 1346 he located in I lig-
son and engaged in the practice of the lay
and continued until in the fall of 1849 wley
he died. He was a brother-in-law of Hos,
Franklin Robb, a member of the present
Crawford County Bar. He was a democrat
in politics. A man of industry and deeply
learned in the science of law. He gave
promise of a career of usefulness to the pub-
lic and honor to himself.

Augustus C. French, came from New Eng-
land to Edgar County, and represented that
county in the Legislature of 1836. In 1839 &
h2 removed to Palestine, having received
appointment in the land-office at that place, =8
a position he filled for about three years. He &
was a man of business as well as law and =
purchased lands south of Palestine whict
afterward converted into a beautiful cou
scat which he called “ Maplewood.” Inthe
fall of 1846 he was elected Governor of! -
State, and was re-elected in 1849 at t'he
clection held under the constitution .
1847, and was governor until January, 1833,
when he was succeeded by Joel A. Mattesofh
of Will County. Governor French was
man who was little understood by the M=
of the people. His rigid economy in 3&"“’5
of business was called stinginess, and many
stories are still current in I'ega“_l - hl;
habit of gathering and saving 10 T
things. When it is known that all his 03::
and saving was to feed, clothe and educae_
younger brothers and sisters who were 4
pendent upon him, and that all he made it
saved for many years was religiouﬂy devo i




HISTORY OF CRAWFORD COUNTY

- —__#'-_-___7
to that purpose, it presents his character in a

mirer light, and a more charitable judgment
than bas been usually accorded toit. His ad-
ministration of the affairs of the State was
eminently successful. He never afterward
entered actively into the practice of law, but
ufter a few years of leisure at Maplewood, he
removed to Lebanon and took charge of the
]zhv\schoul at McKendree College. He died
several years ago, respected by all who knew
him, as an honest man. Politically he was
a democrat. In religion he was a Methodist.
George W. Peck, one of “the brightest
ornaments of the Crawford County Bar, was
born at Salem, and educated at Greencastle,
Indiana. He was twenty-one years of age
when he located in Robinson in the summer
of 1853. Old lawyers at once tecognized his
worth and accorded to him a high position in
the profession. He rapidiy obtained a prac-
tice which steadily increased until he entered
the army in 1861. He was a good special
pleader, and his address to a jury was always
His mental
and physical organization were both of very
ﬁfle texture and eminently fitted him for a
high rank in the legal profession. He was a
delegate to the national convention which
nominatéd Mr. Lincoln for President. He
Was a great admirer of Mr. Lincoln personally
and Politically, and entered into the campaign
for his election with all the enthusiasm of his
ardent nature. He organized and com-
:Landed the « wide awakes” and in this
th::v:,d acapacxt).r for orgaz_:iza.tion and d.rill
o c::l e!l‘traordmary. : His speeches during
B (Eazﬁn ranked.wnh those of the best
€ party.
1 Gi::nth: commencement of th.e war he raised
Iatmz““.v 'l?f‘ men and repaired to camp at
B oty hesnel
mmmande:l hreglment of Illinois volunmfﬂ's’
i y.Col.-U. S Grant. During
Paign in Missouri he was much ex-

M Bl i S e e

clear, logical and often eloquent.

R ST QU e e W —— Ty

‘reason guided and

" of his adversary.

_with the republicad party
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Ezsﬁ;lvznd R bronchitis, from which
Jever recovered. He remained with hj

regllment and participated in ever battl e

F 1
which it was engaged, and vcrheny()c.;L :‘e- ;
was made a general, Captain Peck wa-s ;d?t
Lieut. Col., and after the death of Col Alaae
ander he commanded the regiment u;1t'le}?-
was too feeble for duty in the field. H i
then detailed for dut P
B u y as Provost Marshal at

le, Ky., and discharged the duties of
that.pomtlon with honor to himself and the
service until his constitution broke down
entirely and compelled his resignatioa, and he
rt?t.urned to his mother at Salem, Indiana, to
dfe. He had that rare courage that enabled
him on all occasions to act as duty prompted,
conscience dictated.
Though he died young he lived long enough
to win reputation as a lawyer and fame as a
soldier.

James N. Steel was born in Philadelphia,
and removed to Crawford County in his boy-
hood. He was several years clerk of the
county court, and on his retirement from that
office read law, and on the thirteenth day of
July, A. D, 1857, was admitted to the bar,
and commenced practice. His large acquaint-
ance and perfect familiarity with business
gave him at once a large business. His first
view of a legal question was generally correct,
while further reasoning often led him .

doubt. He was a fine special pleader and
ot faults in the pleadings
He had a clear, intellectual

face and a pleasant conversational voice. His
address to court or jury was usually .clea.:
and logical, and was addressed .to the judg-
ment rather than to the passions. As an
office lawyer he has had no .equa.l at.t!le Cra_v:;
ford County Bar. His social quahtl.es :Zi-
of a high order. Ha was successful in uhis
ness and left a handsome property to

ite
: mong the first to unl
children. He was among in the county, and

very quick to dete
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was a zealous advocate of it8 principles. ]'5[13
health failed and he retired from practll;%e,
and died in Robinson on second day of De

cember, A D. 1872.

W.lliam Clendennin Dickson came to this

county from Indiana as a physician and prac- |

ticed medicine for several years in Montgo-
mery and Honey Creek Towr'l!hlpsj ; %':Ie wak
known s an active demooratic politician and
spesker. At the election of 1861 he was
elected County Judge and held that office
four years. He had previously read law and
was now regularly admitted to the bar, and
during his life time continued to practice.
He came to the bar too late in life and lived
too short & time to mcquire either a large
practice or reputation as a lawyer. He died
at Robinson in the year A. D. 1872,

Alfred G. Lagow was a member of the
Clawford County Bar in its early history when
the courts were held at Palestine, The writer
has been unable to learn the date of his ad-
miseion to the bar or the date of his death,
F:rom tht.! court records it would appear that
h.“ practile was not larga or very long con-
tinned, but Papers prepared by him still re-
o " vworow oaro and logal skill, He
seitlors of the olo :‘::1 Lagow, one of the oldest
Yitiins sl e 11 l:, ‘:n‘d ]:;m;a who remem-
gontleman, ° nd, pure-hearted
B e i o i o R Gy
the practice in Roblm:moo“nty' and entered

&bout the Year 1860,

In 1869 he was 8

: PPointed Stq et

::e clrouit and fop saveral year: ‘;:’:"';:ey for
® dutlos of that o, with abitis. Cosrgad

his offiolal te During

Henry Q. Firqp,
Ban Franoisoq B, i

County, He read

Indians in January, A, D, 1843, L

Callahan and was m

1864, and remained a short time iﬂ‘:‘:ctice »
when he went to California, whereﬁ ];:ounty
been rewarded with g very larg 8 hgg

success, © Messurg

In the olden time when jud
“rode the circuit” togeghefe:::hd ]I:wye"
zen. W. F. Snider, Hon. 0, B, Fickli,
Charles H. Constable, Joseph @, Bc:w
William Harrow, Senator Joha M, Robi,::m
Jobn Scholfield and E. B, Webb were orteD:
seen at the bar of this county and tgleg ar:
still told by the “olg settlers® of the cop.
tests that took place between these giants of
the law in courts where there werg byt
few books, and plausible speeches werg of
much more value than they are at the pres-
ent time in winning verdicts from either court
or jury. The limits of thig chapter forbid
more than & mere mention of the names of
thege old men, the most of whom haye been
summoned to a “bench and bar beyond the® 4
murky clouds of time.” o8

The present bar of Crawford County
Ists of the following members; .

The Hon. Franklin Robb who was
Februn.ry 15, A. D, 1817, in Gibson
Indiana, and was licensed to praotios

in'Illinofs in the year 1847, and began pra
tice in Robineon in 1851, o
Ethelbert Oallaten was born in Licking
County, Ohip, December 17, A, 1. 183
Admitted to the ber in 1860, and praotiood
in Robinson since 1861. | T
Jacob O, Qlwin was born D”‘“‘b"'h‘
1838, near Dayton, Ohio, and admitted (0 iy
bar in 1864, and has practioed in this 000
since that time. '
George N. Parker was born Ap(;’u o
1843, in COrawford County, Illinois, #n June
admitted to practice in the State Ool_!"“o‘ the
18, 1870, and in the Supreme 0"""‘-& :
United Btates December 9, A, D 181
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Presley G- Bradbury was born in Crawford

| County, [llinois, October 6, 1847, and ad-

mitced to the bar in Illinois on the 4th day of
July, 1876, and in Indiana in November,
1878.

James O. Steel was born in Crawford
County, Illinois, on the 7th day of Jan-
uary, 1848, and admitted to the bar in Jan-
uary, A. D. 18:3.

John Calvin Maxwell was born in Craw-
ford County, Illinois, on the R26th day of
September, A. D. 1847, and admitted to
the bar on the 7th day of January, A. D.
1876.

Singleton B. Allen was born in Parke
County, Indiana, on the 7th day of Septem-
ber, A. D. 1840, and admitted to the bar
in the State of Illinois, on the 29th day of
January, 1563.

Mathias C. Mills was born in the State of
Indiana on the 224 day of February, A.D.
1533, and admitted to the bar in the State
of Indiana March 17, A. D. 1861, and in the

State of Illinois Sept. 27, A.D. 1882.

Alfred H. Jones was born in Crawford

65

gmit)lt)lr,srlllinois, on the 4th day of July,
- D. 920, and admitted to the bar in Illi-

nois on the 14th day of June, A, D. 1875,

Joseph B..Crowley was born in Coshocton
County, Ohio, on the 19th day of July,
A. D. 1858, and admitted to the bar in Illi-
nois on the 15th day of June, A. D. 1882.

Enoch E. Newlin was born in Crawford
County, Illinois, on the 22d of February,
A. D. 1858, and was admitted to the bar in
Illinois _in June, A. D). 1882.

Lucian N. Barlow was born in Crawford
County, Illinois, on the 1st day of Novem-
ber, A. D. 1854, and admitted to the bar in
Illinois on the 17th day of June, A. D. 1882.

The present bar of Crawford County will
compare fa,vorla.bly with the bar of any of the
surrounding counties, both in legal ability
and personal character. The majority of its
members are young men with the larger part
of their professional life yet before them. So
far they have done well and their present
standing gives promise that the high charac-
ter of the county bar in the past will be
maintained in the future.
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